(e)   THE VITALISM OF THE NATURE-PHILOSOPHERS.
THE philosophy of nature of Schelling and Hegel probably set out ultimately from the idea of a techtonic of peculiarities in nature which would suit our " power of judgment." Nature is the " idea in its otherness ?? ; natural objects, especially organisms, are as it were solidified manifestations of the idea.
All this is exposition and not explanation : it gives us no doctrine of the laws of becoming. In its most general aspect, then, the theory is irrelevant for biology, especially for Vitalism ; it would accord principally with a static and with a dynamic teleology, both of which regard the organic forms as products of law in opposition to products of chance. But as soon as we try to connect the world of ideas with the world of direct data, nature-philosophy enters into relation with the problem of Vitalism. The relation between pure nature-philosophy and its attendant Vitalism is about the same as between Plato and Aristotle. With Plato the link between idea and reality was wanting, and for us, therefore, he does not come into consideration ; Aristotle established the connexion, and he thus becomes